DRAFT
DRAFT

DRAFT
DRAFT

2


HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21 October 2025 at The Ron Crascall Pavilion at 7.00pm

	Present
	Mr Mark Bloom, Mr Gerald Brown (Chairman), Mrs Jayne Day, Mr Mark Lloyd, Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk), Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mr Malcom Smith and Mrs Yvonne Tricker. District Councillors Dr Agnes Watts, Cllr Janet Pearson and Cllr Andrew Stringer.

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Alison Pepper, Mr Tim Peerless and Mr Tim Sparkes. 

	2
	Declarations of Interest 
No Declarations of interest were received

	3
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation

	4
	Minutes 
Minutes of the meeting of 16th September 2025, previously circulated, and receipt confirmed.  

	5.
	Action Log
The updated Action Log will be circulated. 


	6. 
	Public Forum
One member of the public was present. 

	7. 
	County Council Update 
Written report received.  Councillor Stringer gave the following update; 
1. The One Suffolk Business Case is progressing. A very useful land mapping tool will be published to the County Council’s website in November. The new mapping tool enables Council staff to view every parcel of land in Suffolk and Norfolk. This will be beneficial for biodiversity reviews during the planning process. Council staff will also be able to pinpoint areas that are nature sensitive. 

	8. 
	District Council Update
 Councillor Janet Pearson and Dr Agnes Watson were present. A written report was received. 
1. The Council extended their thanks to all the volunteers who helped at the recent Tothill cycle path litter pick.  This was a well-attended event that has made a big difference to the levels of litter in the area. 

	9.
	Chairman’s Update
The Chairman gave the following update; 
1. A change to the Council’s payments procedure was recommended by the Chairman. The new procedure would mean that quotes can be put to the Council for payment approval as well as final invoices. If a quote matches the final invoice, the payment can be made directly. This would speed up the payment process, which currently can be delayed if an invoice is received shortly after a Council meeting. Final sign-off from the invoice would take place at the subsequent meeting as usual. The new procedure would not cover financial estimates. The Council agreed to the new procedure.
2. A new Rector Revered Andy Butress has been appointed for Haughley and Stowupland. The Chairman attended his recent welcome service. 
3. The Chairman attended our local Inter Parishes Liaison Meeting. Planning and Highways were significant topics. 
4. The Chairman attended the Community liaison group meeting in Bacton, relating primarily to traffic issues. 
5. David Evans, the new Chairman of the Gallowsfield Wood Working group, has expressed concern about the removal of damaged or dying trees. Arrangements are being made for David to attend a LANTRA tree safety course in January 2026. 
6. The annual ROSPA play equipment inspection is due in January. Arrangements for the inspection of the Cricket Playing Fields park equipment are being made. 
7. The District Council has sent out a “Call for Sites” request to all Parish Councils to identify any potential sites for development. The Consultation closes in January. The Council discussed strategies, including the possibility of approaching landowners. 
8. Electricity Pole by Playing Field Entrance. Councillor Tim Sparkes and the Chairman are following up on the management of the Pole. 

	10. 
	National Highways Meeting;

Councillor Stringer reported on the Highways meeting held on 24th Sep. The meeting was attended by Simon Amor from national highways, Councillor Andrew Stringer, Councillor Dr Agnes Watson, and Adrian Ramsay MP. The District Council requested more notice from Highways when worked is being scheduled. The Highways representatives have agreed to this. A potential slip road to the business park was discussed. A follow up meeting with Highways has been scheduled for the early Spring.

	11.
	Haughley New Street Traffic
There have been several issues with the road. Highways recently added street makings along Haughley New Street. However, there has been an issue with flooding, and the water board had to close the road. HGV and cars have been getting stuck trying to turn around and take a different route. This has churned up the road and made the road markings hard to see. The road closure was badly managed as weight restrictions along the route made it impossible for HGVs to find alternative routes to Ipswich. A need to review emergency protocols for the road was suggested by CC Cllr Andrew Stringer.
The Council also noted an issue with the markings across the layby in Haughley New Street. Cllr Andrew Stringer suggested the addition of a solid white line to prevent cars parking along it. 

	12.
	Correspondence
a) Eve’s Meadow 
Action dealt with. 
b) Haughley New Street Fencing
Fencing is falling. The Council agreed that a letter should be drafted to ask the land owner to repair the fence as it is causing a danger to passing cars. 
c) Palmers Van
The van is still on the village green. The Council agreed that a letter should be drafted to the van’s owner to ask him to move the van in time for Remembrance Sunday. 


	13.
	Playing fields update 
Councillor Thirza Shaw updated the group. The following points were noted; 
1. Avenues for grant funding have been investigated by Thirza and representatives from the Playing Field Committee. They recently attended a meeting with the District Council’s grant team to identify CIL funding opportunities. The team advised that the Playing Field Committee can apply for up to three different CIL funding grants to cover up to 75% of the funding costs for the redevelopment. To be successful in the application, the project must add ‘additionality’ to the community. This means that the completed project should aim to achieve wider community reach. To achieve this, the Bowls has a plan in place to widen their membership to younger people through encouraging local schools and youth clubs to use the Bowls club. 
2. The Football is trying to source funding to cover the costs of changing room renovations. The football club has a new sponsor call Harvey McSloy. The new sponsor has agreed to help with the kitchen and WC renovations. 
3. An architect has drawn up design brief plans, and a consultation meeting with all club reps has been booked for 5 November. The final plans cannot be amended, so involvement from each club at this stage is essential. 
4. Final wording for the lease agreement will be drawn up by a solicitor. The agreement will include security of tenure for the Club tenants and will formally reflect historic rental arrangements.

	14.
	AI Tools for Council note-taking
The Council discussed the pros and cons of using AI note taking software to record the Council’s meeting minutes. GDPR concerns were a main drawback to using the technology. A software that did not store data would be required. The Clerk would consult SALC to see if they could recommend any such software. 

	15.
	Finance
The following payments were authorised; 
	Expenditure
	 
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	Katie Power
	Wages
	£417.97
	 
	£417.97

	Kathleen Peacock
	Wages
	£659.00
	 
	£659.00

	SALC
	30522
	£69.00
	£13.80
	£82.80

	Woolpit Nurseries Ltd
	Invoice 10630
	£262.20
	£52.44
	£314.64

	Faxbase ltd
	GT-250627
	£30
	£6
	£36

	Christmas Tree light hooks
	 
	£13.48
	£2.5
	£15.02

	Starboard Systems
	INV-12776
	£42
	£8.40
	£52.40

	 
	 
	£1,438.17
	£83.14
	£1,577.83




	16.
	Planning 
The Council reviewed the following applications. 
a) Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/00932 - Condition 3 (Fenestration),
Condition 4 (Flue and Ventilation), Condition 5 (Roof Cladding) and Condition 6
(External Facing Materials)
Location: 58 Old Street, Haughley, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 3NX. NOTED.

b) Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/05355 - Condition 19 (Written Liaison
Scheme) Location: Plot 4, Lawn Farm Business Park, Woolpit, Suffolk. NOTED
No objections were made. 

	17.
	Allocation of VJ Fundraised Funds
The Council discussed how to fairly distribute the funds raised at the VJ event in August. The Council agreed that the funds should be given to Haughley based charities. The Council recommended splitting the funds between the following three organisations; 
1. Friends of Crawfords
2. Haughley Village Hall
3. British Legion – Haughley branch

	18.
	AOB
Christmas Tree Lights Switch On 29 November
Plans for the event have now been finalised. The event will start at 2.30pm and the lights will be switch on at 4.45pm. By long-term residents Pat and Howard Borroughs, Bell ringing has been booked to coincide with the switch-on. 15 stalls have been arranged, and children’s entertainment activities have been scheduled. An application has been submitted to ASDA for help with the cost of chocolate gifts for the children. The results of the application should be known in early November. Volunteers are required to help with the clean-up of the event and traffic management. Councillors Gerald Brown, Thirza Shaw, Mark Lloyd and Yvonne Tricker agreed to help with the event. 
Cutting down of Women’s Institute Tree
A tree commemorating Haughley’s WI association has been cut down. The Council noted it’s location. 

	18.
	Dates of next meetings
Parish Council meeting Tuesday 18 November 2025 at Ron Crascall Pavilion at 7.00pm. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.50pm.

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk






Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

