DRAFT
DRAFT

DRAFT
DRAFT

2


HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18 November 2025 at The Ron Crascall Pavilion at 7.00pm

	Present
	Gerald Brown (Chairman), Mrs Jayne Day, Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk), Mrs Alison Pepper, Mr Mark Reeves, Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mr Malcom Smith and Tim Sparkes. District Councillors Dr Agnes Watts and Cllr Janet Pearson.

	1
	Apologies for absence Mr Mark Lloyd, Mr Tim Peerless and Cllr Andrew Stringer.

	2
	Declarations of Interest 
No Declarations of interest were received

	3
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation

	4
	Minutes 
Minutes of the meeting of 21 October 2025, previously circulated, and receipt confirmed.  Amendments to Item 17 were noted and can be found on the final draft. 

	5.
	Action Log
The Council reviewed the noted actions and updates recorded.  


	6. 
	Public Forum
Two members of the public were present. 

	7. 
	County Council Update 
No update was received. 

	8. 
	District Council Update
 Councillor Janet Pearson and Dr Agnes Watson were present. The following update was received; 
1. A public consultation for two different Suffolk unitary authority operating models has now commenced. The operating models include One Suffolk and Suffolk to the power of Three. Those present were urged to get involved. 
2. Consultation is also ongoing with the District and Central Government concerning the proposed Tilbury to Suffolk power lines. 
3. A Planning application is shortly to be put forward concerning Eve Balfour House. The planning application will seek to obtain permission for the Eve Balfour House to become temporary accommodation for UK Citizens. The remit for accommodation would include homeless individuals and those classed as vulnerable. The average stay in temporary accommodation is approximately 4 months on average per individual. The members of the public present and the Council discussed how any potential antisocial behaviour could be monitored and responded to. The Council was urged to respond to the planning application with any concerns in due course. 

	9.
	Chairman’s Update
The Chairman gave the following update; 
1. The Council were made aware of Mid Suffolk leaflet entitled ‘right homes – right places.’ The leaflet was circulated for the Council’s information. 
2. The Village Hall committee are planning to upgrade the building, including the loos, and redecorate the hall. 

	10. 
	Joint Emergency Planning Unit

A draft planning document was circulated for noting and comments. The plan had been prepared by the District County’s Emergency Planning Unit. The Council agreed to add the draft document to the next meeting. Adaptations would be made to the draft to make it Haughley-specific. AGREED The Council were asked to read the draft document and bring their comments to the next meeting.

	11.
	Local Nature Recovery Strategy
The Council reviewed a map of the local area that can be viewed as part of the District's new Biodiversity mapping tool. Areas of notable biodiversity were crosshatched. Areas to note included the Haughley Park, the Playing fields and Woolpit woods. The Council felt the map could be a useful tool when reviewing potential large planning applications. 

	12.
	Stowupland Unauthorised Encampment Policy
Stowuplands Parish has recently drawn up an Unauthorised Encampments Policy, which they have kindly shared with Haughley Parish. The Council reviewed the Policy and commented that it formed a good starting point for Haughley Parish’s Policy. Additional information specific to Haughley for landowners would be required before the Policy can be adopted.  AGREED the amended Policy would return to the Council in the New Year for review. 

	13.
	Applications for Grant Funding
The Council reviewed several requests and suggestions for 2026/27 precept grant funding. These included;
· Haughley PCC for insurance Church and PO buildings - £600
· Haughley & Wetherden Parish News - £800
· Haughley Playing Field Committee - £6000
· Headway round robin letter funding request 
· Ixworth Youth Junction funding request

The Council AGREED to fund the following projects due to their location in the Haughley Parish area; 

· Haughley PCC for insurance Church and PO buildings - £600
· Haughley & Wetherden Parish News - £800
· Haughley Playing Field Committee - £6000
· Haughley British Legion Remembrance Sunday Wreath –£150 

	 14.
	Road closures and related Matters
The Council reviewed a list of upcoming proposed road closures provided by the Highways’s authority. Five sites located along the A14 were highlighted. The first closure would be on 23rd/24th November. The Council enquired about the signage plan for letting the public know about the  proposed road closures. Further details about the road closures are to be brought to the next Council meeting. 

	15.
	Correspondence
The Council discussed and noted the topic of recent letters and emails received from the public. 
a) Eve’s Meadow – response awaited. 
b) Haughley New Street Fencing – no update has been received from the property owner regarding fencing repairs. 
c) Eve Balfour House – awaiting planning application. 
d) Additional Dog poo bin.  Parishioner request for bin near junction The Folly and Duke Street to serve the footpath that crosses The Park. The Council discussed the need for two new bins. Quotations are to be sought for the next meetng. 
e) Advice on Protection Fire Risk Assessment – details circulated. 
f) Potential Volunteers details circulated to the Council. 


	16.
	NSIPs including Norwich to Tilbury NSIP ect
The Council reviewed the NSIPs map demonstrating the proposed Norwich to Tilbury route. The route cuts through the edge of Stowuplands Parish. The schedule for the NSIPs was noted by the Council. 


	17.
	Playing Field Update
Chairman of the Playingfield Committee Thirza Shaw gave the following update;
· An updated management rental agreement has been drafted to meet infrastructure grant conditions. The updated agreement better protects the committee members and the Parish as Landlord. The final wording will be reviewed by the Playingfield Committee and the Parish Council at their December meetings.
· Two community grant applications have been made for £20k in total. When awarded, the funds will go towards replacing the windows in the hall to make the most of the view and replacing the front door. An application for replacing the kitchen has also been made to Howdens. The football clubs new sponsor Harvey McSloy has agreed to fit the new kitchen. 
· The final design for the Pavillion refurbishment has been drafted. The final plan requires sign off from all the tenants. 
· A Sport infrastructure grant application is being prepared by the working group. Paul Ryan has been leading the project.
· Bollards have been removed from the Playingfields by the developer. The developer did not seek permission to move the bollards, and these will need to be replaced to prevent car access across the playing field. The issue will be discussed at the December Playingfield Committee meeting. 

	18.
	Allotments
An allotment tenant attended the meeting. The following issues were discussed;
· A number of incidents have occurred recently on the allotments. Produce has been stolen, and the parking area has been damaged by cars driving in circles. Improved security was requested. AGREED the lock code would be changed and quotes for security cameras would be obtained. 
· Three water containers need to be disposed of. A use can be found for one but the remaining two require disposal. 
· The current Rabbit fencing now requires updating. The current fencing has rotted away. AGREED Tim and Frank would obtain quotes for replacement fencing. 
· Tim Peerless is currently looking into the legalities of pest control and is discussing this with local police. 

	19. 
	Speed Indicator display
The current SID indicators require data collection for up-to-date analysis. The data currently available is now out of date and does not include the impact of the new development. AGREED KP to contact Tim Hart to find out what the procedure is for data collection. 

	20. 
	Christmas Tree Event
The final preparations are being made for the Christmas Tree lights switch-on event. Volunteers are still required to help clear up and dismantle the stalls and equipment. The Council were hoping for good weather for the event. Currently, 13 stalls have been booked. This is two less than last year. Selection boxes have been chosen instead of chocolate Santas for the children’s gifts. This is due to the increase in chocolate prices. The Council thanked Malcom and Alison for their efforts in arranging the event 

	21. 




















	Finance
The following payments were approved for payment; 


	Payee
	Description
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	K Peacock
	Wages
	659.18
	 
	659.18

	K Power
	Wages
	417.20
	 
	417.20

	Scribe 
	INV-13667
	99.00
	19.80
	118.80

	EDF Energy
	1 Oct – 31 Oct
	 
	 
	230.14

	Scribe 
	Invoice number 13260
	42.00
	8.40
	50.40

	Woolpit Nursery
	Invoice number10630
	262.20
	52.44
	314.64

	Alison Pepper 
	Expense Claim  for XMAS Event - Santa chocolate gifts
	141.90
	 
	141.90

	Alison Pepper
	Expense for XMAS - Vegan Chocolate gifts
	17.98
	 
	17.98

	D Walker
	Xmas event expenses
	22.17
	 
	22.17

	Village Hall
	Hall hire for VJ event
	50.00
	 
	50.00

	J Moyle
	Grass cutting by moat
	30.00
	 
	30.00

	J Moyle
	Hedge cutting allotments
	642.50
	 
	642.74

	
	
	
	
	



The Council discussed the Council precept budget for 2026/27. The Council tax base remains £719.86. The Chairman suggested including funding for election charges in the 2026/27 budget. The Council AGREED the proposed 2026/27 budget. 

	22. 
	Planning
The following applications were reviewed. 
a) DC/25/04954. Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act for DC/25/00931 (Householder extension) for the variation of Condition 2. Address; 58 Old Street Haughley IP14 3NX.Deadline 2 December 2025. No objections were noted. 
b) DC/25/04940. Application for Listed Building Consent. Erection of rear extension (modified following consent ref DC/25/00932. Address; 58 Old Street, Haughley, IP14 3NX. Deadline 2 December 2025. No objections were noted. 
c) DC/25/02405. Notification for Prior Approval for a Proposed Change of Use of Agricultural Buildings to Dwellinghouses (Class C3), and for Associated Operational Development under the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015 Schedule Part 3, Class Q - Formation of 5no dwellings from 3no barns. Address; Rookery Farm, Haughley Green, Haughley, IP14 3RR. Deadline 2 December. No objections 


	23. 
	Clerks Report
The Council noted the report. 

	24.
	Neighbourhood Plan
A planning meeting has been scheduled. The District Council is looking at providing some of the costs to support Neighbourhood plan costs. There would be some conditions for additional support. Including an allocation policy to meet the needs of residents. AGREED Cllr Janet Pearson to send details to Gerald Brown. 

	25. 
	Biodiveristy & Wildlife Conservation Group Minutes
The Council noted the minutes. 

	26.
	Dates of next meetings
Parish Council meeting Tuesday 16 December 2025 at Ron Crascall Pavilion at 7.00pm. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.50pm.

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk






Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

