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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16 December 2025 at The Ron Crascall Pavilion at 7.00pm

	Present
	Gerald Brown (Chairman), Mrs Jayne Day, Mr Mark Lloyd, Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk), Mrs Alison Pepper, Mr Tim Peerless, Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mr Malcom Smith. County Councillors Cllr Andrew Stringer, District Councillors Dr Agnes Watts and Cllr Janet Pearson.

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Tim Sparkes.

	2
	Declarations of Interest 
No Declarations of interest were received

	3
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation

	4
	Minutes 
Minutes of the meeting of 18th November 2025, previously circulated, and receipt confirmed. The draft minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

	5.
	Action Log
Councillors reviewed the action log report and noted the content. 
The Allotments have received a new lock code. There is now one free plot. Hedges have received a cut and weeds have been cleared. Regular working parties will be required to ensure maintenance is completed. Whatsup group is now up and running. 
The Council AGREED to pay £30 for hedgecutting to remove Brambles from alleyways in Old Street/Church Street as these are now becoming problematic. ACTION KP to arrange. 

	6. 
	PC Gedney
The Council received a visit from Suffolk Police Constable Geney. He gave the following update; 
· Haughley Parish remains a very safe place to live. 
· However a recent rise in rural burglaries has been noted in the North and East area of mid Suffolk. This includes adjacent parishes to Haughley, including Bacton, Mendleshaw and Ballem. Haughley Parish residents are being asked to remain vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour by dialling 999. 
· Increased Police foot patrols and car patrols will be put in place over the Christmas period. 
The Council and the public were given the opportunity to ask questions. The following points were raised; 
· Taylor's commercial vehicles have been parking lorry trailers (without the vehicle cabs) outside the Travel Lodge junction overnight. The vehicles are dangerously parked because they have no lights. There have been several incidents where electric cars have stopped without warning due to automatic sensors. District Councillor Watson has been in contact with the land owner and Inspector Lion, about the situation. PC Edney suggested keeping an activity log and reporting incidents to 101. The Police can then involve the commercial unit team. Councillor Stringer observed that this approach had already been tried and because the land is privately owned it has resulted in no action. Hatching on the junction was suggested as a solution. 
· An increase in parcel theft has been noted across Norfolk and Suffolk as well as commercial and residential burglaries. The public were urged to call 999 if they noted anything suspicious. 
PC Gedney will attend future Parish Council meetings on an ad hoc basis. The Chairman thanked PC Gedney for attending. 

	7
	Public Forum
Two members of the public were in attendance. Issues with Dog mess at the Playing field was raised and a request for a new bin was made.

	8.
	County Council Update 
Councillor Stringer summarised his circulated report. The Election for a Suffolk Mayor has been postponed by the Central Government until 2028. County Council elections are still taking place as planned. However, postponing the Mayoral Elections for two years will affect the Council restructuring. The New Mayor was due to be the head of the fire and Police services, and these changes now leave a two-year delay in providing a leadership role. It will also mean the original Mayoral mandate will be six years old before it can be implemented. An interim plan is required. The County are in the process of raising its concerns with the Central Government. 
Planning for emergency cyber attacks is underway for when the current systems are combined and upgraded as part of the devolution rollout. 
Planning structures within the County Council are changing. Councillor Stringer to provide an update in due course. 
The Council thanked Councillor Stringer for all the work he has undertaken on the Parish’s behalf. 

	9.
	District Council Update
 Councillor Agnes Watson presented the District's monthly report and highlighted the following points; 
· Public Consultation – The Council were urged to take part in the Consultation regarding devolution. The deadline is 11 January. 
The Chairman thanked Councillors Pearson for their work on the Parishes behalf this year. 

	10.
	Consultation on LGR
The Chairman urged those present to take part in the LGR consultation by 11 Jan. 

	11. 
	Chairman’s Update The Chairman gave the following update; 
1. Gallowsfield Wood – The Working Group are making excellent progress. A license has been granted from Forestry England to allow wood harvesting. This is being carried out with advice from the Forestry Commission. The income generated from the harvested wood will go towards the woods' long-term management and upkeep.
2. Public Right of Way’s Officer – The County has a new Rights of Way Officer. A meeting is being arranged in the New Year to review the Parish's footways. 
3. The Playing Field – The bollards that have been removed at the entrance to the playing field require replacement. The Playingfield Committee have one spare bollard that can be used as a replacement. Bloors have been contacted for comment on when the bollards will be replaced. Plans to install two additional dog waste bins are underway. 
4. Thank you – The Chairman thanked the Parish Councillors for their dedication this year and expressed his gratitude for their support. Sustained progress that has been made towards the Parish’s various projects as a result. 

	12.
	Joint Emergency Planning Unit
The Council reviewed the draft plan and AGREED to the draft. A final copy will be sent to Thirza Shaw as Chair of the Playing field Committee. A paper copy will be retained at the Bowls Club in an accessible location. 
The Chariman reported on how his recent meeting with Dawn Wnukoski had progressed. The Bowls club was reviewed and has now been approved as an emergency community ‘rest centre.’

	13. 
	Local Government Reorganisation
The Chairman proposed submitting a response to the Local Government Reorganisation Consultation. The Council reviewed the questions and unanimously AGREED to support the Suffolk to the Power of Three model. If this model is adopted, Haughley will form part of the new East Suffolk unitary Council. The Council expressed their concern that one single unitary would be too large to be workable. A reduction in elected members to represent the Suffolk community was also a reason against the Councils support for the one Suffolk unitary model. ACTION Gerald Brown and Kath Peacock would provide a response to the consultation based on the agreed responses to each consultation question. The deadline is 11 January. 

	14. 
	Correspondence
a) Additional dog poo bin. The proposal to add new bins to the junction of the Folly and Duke Street and to serve the footpath across the Park was accepted. 
b) A noise complaint had been received concerning a function at the Bowls Club. Thirza Shaw has responded to the complaint and reported it to the Playingfield Committee. 
	

	15. 
	Playingfields Update Chair of the Playingfield Committee Thirza Shaw gave the following update; 
a) Management Agreement – The Council voted to accept the updated management agreement draft in their capacity as Trustees for the Fields trust. 
b) The Committee fully discussed the removal of bollards at the Playing field entrances by the contractors Bloors. The Council AGREED to fund any costs associated with replacing the bollards. ACTION KP to write a letter to Bloors informing them that the removal leaves them liable to any damage to the fields due to the removal of the bollards. KP to arrange quotes for the work to take place. 
c) The gap in the fencing owned by Bloors also needs to be rectified. ACTION KP to write to Bloors and ask them to fix the fence. 
d) Venue change for future Council meetings – a regular Tuesday evening booking has been made for the Pavilion. The Council AGREED to move the location of the Council meeting to the sports club to accommodate the repeat booking. 
	

	16. 
	Christmas Tree Event
Malcomb Smith gave the group and update on the Christmas Tree lights switch-on event. The weather on the day was poor and the event was moved from the Village Green into the Town Hall. Unfortunately, several stalls pulled out at the last minute due to the poor weather. Despite these challenges the event was a success. The event was attended by 130 children and the event achieved its’ grant funding objectives.
Going forward the events Committee will discuss potentially changing the format of the event next year at it’s next meeting in Spring 2026. The Council discussed the processes for gaining a temporary events notice for both the Village Green and the Village Hall. This will be added to the Council agenda for April as the Parish Council will be required to act as license holder. Plans will need to be put in place for providing a grotto for next years event. Sarah Swinge provided the Gazebo that was used as the Grotto for this years event but will not be able to do so next year. 
The event had some surplus funding this year which amounted to £230. The Council AGREED these funds should be put towards the 2026 event. 
The Council thanked Malcolm, Alison and all the events volunteers and helpers for making this years event a success under difficult conditions. 
	

	17
	Finance
The following payments were authorised; 
	Payee
	Description
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	K Peacock
	Wages
	659.18
	 
	659.18

	K Power
	Wages
	417.20
	 
	417.20

	Starboard Systems
	Invoice number 14250
	42.00
	8.40
	50.00

	Glasdon
	2 x Dog waste bins 25L
	200.52
	40.10
	240.62

	Rougham Estate
	Christmas Tree
	167.08
	33.42
	200.50

	SODS
	Costume hire
	30.00
	 
	30.00

	Haughley Hooters
	Christmas event
	175.00
	 
	175.00

	J Moyles
	Christmas event + moat
	95.00
	 
	95.00

	A Pepper
	Christmas event - tinsel
	10.00
	 
	10.00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	1,633.96
	71.35
	1,877.50



The Council AGREED to increase the Parish Council's tax base by 3% to achieve the proposed 2026 budget.

	18.
	Planning 
The Council reviewed the following applications and made no objections to the following; 
a) DC/25/05362. Proposal: Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) of planning permission DC/23/05721 dated: 12/03/2025 - Erection of 29 no. dwellings and associated infrastructure (100% Affordable Housing Scheme) Location: Land On The North Side Of, Station Road, Haughley, Suffolk.
b) DC/25/05123. Proposal: Planning Application - Conversion of former Residential Home for people with disability (C2) into 4 self contained flats for residential use (C3). Location: Balfour House, 20 Eve Balfour Way, Haughley, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3NW.

The Council objected to two applications that related to Old Bells Farm (details below). The Parish was of the view that both applications lacked clarity. The included drawings did not seem to match the application. Other concerns raised by the Parish included: There was no explanation as to why such a large workshop is required, or what it would be used for. Concern was raised about space for curtilage and food waste disposal for livestock. No plans for a slurry pit is included and a water course is only 4m away from the plans.  The Parish also felt these applications would cause Overdevelopment of the area, and the presented design would be out of character for the area. Concerns were also raised over vehicle access. ACTION KP to inform Planning of the Parishes view. 


c) DC/25/05250 and DC/25/05250 Proposal: Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Erection, Extension or Alteration of a Building for Agricultural or Forestry use The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Schedule 2, Part 6 - Agricultural Cattle Building. Location: Old Bells Farm, Wassicks Lane, Haughley, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3NP. Deadline 20 December 2025. 


	19. 
	Neighbourhood Plan
The Council have previously discussed their response to the Neighbourhood Plan and deferred this item to a future date. 

	20.
	Dates of next meetings
Parish Council meeting Tuesday 20th January 2026 at Ron Crascall Pavilion (downstairs) at 7.00pm. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm.

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk






Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

