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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday  20 January 2026 at The Ron Crascall Pavilion, Ground Floor at 7.00pm

	Present
	Mr Mark Bloom, Gerald Brown (Chairman), Mrs Jayne Day, Mr Mark Lloyd, Mr Tim Peerless, Mr Tim Sparkes, Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mrs Alison Pepper, Mrs Yvonne Tricker.  
County Councillors Cllr Andrew Stringer, District Councillor Cllr Janet Pearson.
Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk).
Two members of the public were in attendance.

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mr Malcom Smith and District Councillor Agnes Watson.

	2
	Declarations of Interest 
No Declarations of interest were received

	3
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation

	4
	Minutes 
Minutes of the meeting of 16 December 2025, previously circulated, and receipt confirmed. The draft minutes were approved, proposed by Councillor Jayne Day and seconded by Councillor Yvonne Tricker; all agreed.  Signed by the Chairman. 

	5.
	Action Log
Councillors reviewed the action log report and noted the content. 

	6. 
	Public Forum
The members of the public raised the issue of dog waste bins. The current bins are green and a change to a more visible colour was suggested. Plans are underway to get two new bins and a suggestion was made for additional bins to be installed at both entrances to the Playing Field. 

	7
	County Council Update
Councillor Stringer summarised his latest report. At the recent County Council’s Full Council meeting a motion was denied to improve rights for rivers. The motion will be taken away and improved and redrafted for discussion at a future meeting. 
The County’s mineral and waste disposal policy was discussed. The policy now requires updating due to Sizewell C’s construction. Another review into Suffolk’s SEND process was discussed. The County has improved it’s turn around time for processing SEND applications. Improvements have been made but 1 in 24 claims remain outside of the guidelines for processing times. This is due to a lack of educational psychologists within the County.  The Warmer Homes grant is still open. A training programme for drivers over 70 is in development. 
An extra Council meeting was called to discuss the Secretary of States letter regarding the second postponement of County Council elections. The letter received was not straightforward, and a carefully worded response was discussed and drafted. Neighbouring Norfolk County Council have responded to the letter and received a response. Suffolks response from the Cabinet Minister is still awaited. 
Councillor Stringer has received a response from the Police regarding old A14 parking which was raised at the January PC meeting. The Police plan to keep visiting the site and will take necessary action. Councillor Yvonne Tricker has sent in another incident report. 
A recent report on pot holes management by Council’s across the county was discussed. Apparently, the report did not take into account the amount Suffolk has overspent on pot -hole management. 

	8.
	District Council Update 
Councillor Janet Pearson had circulated the District update to the Council. 
1. Gateway 14 grant funding is now available. Projects eligible for the funding were urged to make an application for up to £5000 covering up to 100% of the project's costs available through the District’s website. 
2. A regular monthly team meeting has been arranged for all interested parties to discuss the Norwich to Tilbury powerlines. The first one is scheduled for 12 Feb.
3. A Councillor surgery has been booked for 28 February at Haughley’s village Hall. Councillors Pearson and Watts will be in attendance to assist local residents with their concerns and questions. All are welcome. 
No questions were raised concerning the content of the report. 

	9.
	Chairman’s Update The Chairman gave the following update; 
1. A twinning visit has been arranged with Wetherden for 1 May – 3 May 2026. Haughley and Wetherden will host the visiting French delegates. A visit to Norwich  is being planned followed by an evening event in Haughley, which will be open to residents and Council members. 
2. The Parish liaison group took place in January. Neighbourhood plans, grants, larger planning applications and traffic issues were discussed. The group also discussed unauthorised encampment and prevention measures. 
3. Plans for Operation Menai Bridge noted.
4. The emergency planning document for Haughley has been finalised. A hard copy will be kept within the Pavillion and by the Chairman and Vice Chair. 

	10
	Neighbourhood Plan
The Chairman had a telephone call with Ian Poole. The cost of drafting the plan was estimated at £3000 + VAT. This could potentially come from CIL funding. ACTION GB to send round report. 

	11. 
	Biodiversity and Wildlife Conservation Group 7 January 2026
The Chairman attended the Biodiversity Working Group meeting. The group has requested  £250 for volunteer expenses and sundries. To be added to the next meetings financial schedule. Fishponds Green is awaiting replacement trees. A work party on the cricket has been arranged to improve the pond. 

	12.
	Gallowsfield Wood
The Gallowsfield Wood Committee has arranged for the harvesting of timber across the wood due to tree overcrowding. The last wood was planted in 1987 and crops of timber taken in 2012 and 2018. The crop was completed using the advice of the Woodland Trust, forestry advisers and experienced woodsmen. Lots of deadwood has been removed and sweet chestnut wood has been coppiced ready for regrowth. Young Elms have also been removed to prevent Dutch Elm die-back. The wood looks very different due to this, but it will look greener in the summer once the new season's growth takes over. If the sweet chestnut does not regrow within 2 years, it will be replaced. A free shipping container has been offered for equipment storage. Arrangements are in place to get this installed. 

	13. 
	Finance
a) Councillors to authorise the January Payments – AGREED
	Payee
	Description
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	K Peacock
	Wages
	659.18
	 
	659.18

	K Power
	Wages
	417.20
	 
	417.20

	Starboard Systems
	Invoice number 
	42.00
	8.40
	50.00

	TEQ Landsacape
	Quote for replacing one bollard
	400.00
	80.00
	480.00

	Anglian Secuirty & Fire
	Roundabout inspection
	85.00
	17.00
	107.00

	Haughley Hooters
	Christmas event invoice
	175.00
	 
	175.00

	Woolpit Nurseries 
	Invoice 10650
	30.24
	6.05
	36.29

	Command Pest Control
	Invoice 854180
	 
	 
	98.40

	
	
	1,633.96
	71.35
	2,023.07



b) Precept 2026-2027. The precept form requested two amounts of £30,902.50 AGREED and signed. 

	14. 
	Planning
The Council reviewed application DC/25/05502 - 24 Denny Avenue. The Council had no objections to the proposed plans. 
The Council noted refused applications DC/25/05250 and DC/25/05249 – both Old Bells Farm

	15. 
	Playingfields Update Chair of the Playingfield Committee Thirza Shaw gave the following update; 
a) A special interest sports grant was applied for yesterday. Extensive work has gone into the drafting of the grant application. The application includes additionality for the community, including the younger population. Youth bowls and PE lessons are planned and included in the grant application. 
b) The Committee is looking into converting the oil-based heating into green energy provision. CIL funding could be an option to cover the costs of this. 
c) TEQ landscaping has arranged to replace one of the bollards at the entrance to the Playing Field. 

	16. 
	Unauthorised encampments policy
The Council AGREED to adopt the draft Policy. The draft policy will be added to the website.

	17.
	Community Café
Haughley Parish Council has been offered a Community Café slot for September 2026. This will be an opportunity to raise the Parish Councils’ profile and raise funds for the 2026 Christmas event. 

	18. 
	Parish Litter Picks 
AGREED dates for 2026 are;
· 14 March
· 16 May
· 26 September. 

	19.
	Review of Policies, Procedures and Terms of Reference 2026
The Council are due to review it’s policies for 2026. These will be allocated to individual Councillors at the February meeting. 

	20.
	Annual Meeting of the Parish and Annual Parish Council Meeting
Annual Parish meeting will be open to the public and several organisations representing Haughley’s community. The Council discussed the format of the meeting and how the displays could be arranged. 

The AGM will be combined with Haughley usual Parish meeting for May. No change to the Parish Council’s schedule is required because no Parish elections are due in 2026. 

	21. 
	Correspondence
· NSIPS – Suffolk District Council have a deadline of 31 January for survey comments.
· SALC Code of Conduct – Anyone interested contact KP. 
· Emailed received from resident – A stretch of path has become unusable due to mud and debris caused by tree trimming. Councillor Stringer advised the path could be cleaned up through the Highways team, or the District clean-up ranges. Details to be sent to Councillor Stringer. 
· Fallen Tree – A concerned member of the public recently sent in a photo of a fallen tree that was blocking a cycle path near Gallowsfield Wood. The tree has now been cut and the path cleared. The land belongs to Highways England.
· Traffic Plashwoods Lane – A complaint has been made about lorries driving along the lane. The Council discussed alternative routes. However there does not appear to be an easy solution to this issue. 

	22.
	EP PIG meeting The Council noted the report. 

	23.
	MSD TP Briefing The Council noted the report. 

	24. 
	Dates of next meetings
Parish Council meeting Tuesday 17th February 2026 at Ron Crascall Pavilion (downstairs) at 7.00pm. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45 pm.

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk




Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

