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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16 February 2026 at The Ron Crascall Pavilion, Ground Floor at 7.00pm

	Present
	Mark Bloom, Gerald Brown (Chairman), Mrs Jayne Day, Mr Malcolm Smith, Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mrs Yvonne Tricker.  
District Councillor Cllr Janet Pearson.
Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk) remotely.
David Evans, Chair of the Gallowsfield Wood Working Group, and one member of the public were in attendance. 

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mr Mark Lloyd, Tim Peerless, Tim Sparkes and Alison Pepper.  County Councillor Andrew Stringer.

	2
	Declarations of Interest 
No Declarations of interest were received

	3
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation

	4
	Minutes 
Minutes of the meeting of 20 January 2026, previously circulated, and receipt confirmed. The draft minutes were proposed by Mrs T Shaw, seconded by Mr M Smith and approved, subject to the following amendments; 
· Removal of ‘Wetherden’ from the twinning visit. 
· Removal of Anglia Water invoice and Command Pest Control from the payment schedule. 
· Amend the spelling of Councillor Watson’s name. 
· Update the Councillor surgery to Stowupland Village Hall. 

	5.
	Action Log
Councillors reviewed the action log report and noted the content. 

	6. 
	Public Forum
No matter raised. 

	7
	County Council Update
The County Council’s Parish report was circulated to the Parish Council. The report included the following items;
· Postponed County Council elections from May 2025 are now due to take place in May 2026. The Unitary Council Elections will take place in May 2027. Mayoral elections will take place in May 2028.
· Council Budget 2026-27. The County Council has agreed it’s budget for 2026/27 and has agreed to raise Council tax by the maximum of 4.99%. 
· Net zero Carbon report. The County has a zero carbon target by 2030. The target has been adjusted to 63% in emissions by 2027-28 due to the reorganisation. 
Suffolk Red Rated Roads – The Council is disputing its recent red rating in a Government released RAG report. 
· 20mph Policy – A new 20mph speed limit policy has been approved. Making the process of applying for a 20mph limit more straightforward. 

	8.
	District Council Update 
Councillor Janet Pearson had circulated the District update to the Council. The following points were noted; 
· Nature Recovery grants worth up to £50k are now open for applications. Closure is 16 March. AGREED details to be sent to Biodiversity Group and Gallowsfield Wood Group Chairs. 
· Rural Support Grants are now available. More information is available on the District Council's website. 
· The Council is supporting Ipswich's bid for a City of Culture award. 
· Locality Awards are open for applications. 
· Tighter regulations are in the process of being brought in for sewage and sludge management. 

	9.
	Gallowsfield Wood 
The Council welcomed David Evans Chairman of the Gallowsfield Wood Committee to the meeting. In addition to the written report which had been circulated, David gave the following update on the Committee’s work;
· The Committee has been busy with lots of projects now underway. The number of volunteers has increased this year. David took the opportunity to thank the volunteers that have been involved in the woods upkeep. Excellent progress is being made due to their effort and hard work. 
· The Wood was planted in 1987 to support woodland managers, provide recreation and provide income from harvesting timber.  Recently, the wood received its first proper harvest during December and January, with two previous thinning. This has left the wood looking very different. The long-term benefits will include a healthy wood and the opening-up of habitat for wildflowers including orchids, oxlips and cowslips. 
· The Parish Council took over management of Gallowsfield Wood in 2012. The wood has three purposes - leisure, income and training. This year’s harvest is the first under Parish ownership. The timber harvested included coppicing sweet chestnut and Elms. These should regrow and be ready for another harvest in 15 years. 
· The Harvest has revealed it has two district parts. The first section along the boundary is ancient and has trees that are very well established. The second section has much younger trees such as sweet chestnut, elm and young oak trees. 
· The recent harvest was very successful. 212 tonnes of timber were removed. Some will be used for power. This has raised £4700 which will be invested back into the wood. 
· The Committee are now looking to the future and want a woodland management plan under the Rural Payments Scheme to source grants under the scheme will form the next step. 
· A 20ft storage container has been gifted to the wood by Portable Space. This will allow equipment to be stored securely with a padlock. The recent inclement weather has made delivery impossible. Once the ground dries out, delivery will be arranged. 

	10.
	Chairman’s Update The Chairman gave the following update; 
· The Chairman attended the Mid Suffolk Community Energy Event in Stowmarket which was intyerest8ing and useful.
· The Chairman had a useful meeting with Oliver Wastell from the County Council footpaths officer to discuss footpath improvements. 
· Attended the Gallowsfield Wood working group meeting with Matthew Allen and attended the Gallowsfield Wood Open Day.
· Attended the Neighbourhood Plan working group meeting – see separate written report.
· Made a start on clearing Haughley New Street footpath which requires further maintenance. Over the years, it has become more overgrown and narrower. AGREED Councillor Watson will contact the React team for assistance in clearing the path.
· The purchasing process for the footpath between Churchfield and Playing field has been delayed. The Owner of the footpath has asked if the Parish Council can pay their conveyancing fees. The Parish Council discussed this and concluded that purchasing the path would be good for the village in the long term and AGREED to cover the legal fees.

	11. 
	Planning
1. DC/26/00421 – 24 Denny Avenue, Haughley.  Following refusal by the Local Planning Authority of application DC/DC/25/05502, a very similar application had been submitted. It was agreed to point out that the current application remains commentary to the Permitted Development guidance.
2. DC/25/04954 and DC/25/04940 – 58 Old Street, Haughley had been granted.
3. DC/26/00359 – 34 Old Street, Haughley – Conservation Area consent would be required.

	12.
	Neighbourhood Plan Working Group
A Neighbourhood Plan working group report was circulated. The Council reviewed the map showing which area have been designated for future development. The Local Government Boundary Commission for England is expected to undertake a Boundary Review.
The results of the review will impact which Council receives CIL funding for the planned new development. Several land owners in Haughley have come forward with possible sites for development, including near Chiltern Fields. The suitability of these sites will need review by Mid Suffolk District Council. The Council discussed the impact of future developments on the highway routes across the Parish. Traffic along Old Street could become bottlenecked if development is not planned accordingly. A link road to Green Road could alleviate this problem. The Council suggested adding this suggestion to a vision statement. AGREED The Council had a preference for planning developments from the south side of the Parish to the North Side. This approach would ensure traffic stands a chance of being manageable for the longer term. The Council are waiting for a new local plan to be released.

	13. 
	Playingfields Update
Thirza Shaw updated the group on the Playingfield Committee’s progress. A written report was received.  The following points were NOTED;
· The regeneration project requires careful planning to ensure the renovation is carried out in logical stages. This will prevent unnecessary redos or alterations of renovation work. Work is underway to come up with a workable solar powered solution to the current oil heating system which is key to all the other modifications planned. CIL funding can be applied for to take this forward. However, the extensive work and conflicting timelines for grant usage make the process of obtaining solar energy difficult.  Therefore the Playingfield Committee have requested the Parish Council underwrite £15,000 from CIL funding pending other applications to cover funding to ensure a green energy system can be put in place as early as possible.  This would mean the project can proceed more efficiently. 
· TEQ have quoted £552 incl VAT to replace the Playingfield Bollard and to replace a drain cover. This was AGREED by the Council. KP to raise gap in the fence with Bloors again. 

	14. 
	The Cricket
The Biodiversity Group have requested £250 to cover the group's volunteer expenses. The Council AGREED to this request to come from allocated funds.  Such equipment should be available for use elsewhere for HPC projects and be added to the Asset Register.

	15.
	Allotments
A hedge cutting quote has been received the sections of  hedges around the allotments. The Council AGREED to the hedge cutting quote. The Council discussed making car access to the carpark more difficult to  deter unauthorised access.

	16.
	Parish Liaison Group
Following the oral report at the January meeting, a written report was received.  No additional comment.  

	17.
	Neighbourhood Watch
Following local Police communications, the Parish Council considered reinstating Neighbourhood Watch group in parts of Haughley or possibly the whole Parish and decided the public should be asked for their opinion at the May Annual Meeting. An article will be added to the Parish magazine. 

	18.
	Review of Policies, Procedures and Terms of Reference
Several Councillors have read through the Policies and sent their amendments to the Clerk. A working party was recommended for the PIIP policy. Once all amendments have been sent to the Clerk the Policies will be updated and added to the website by 31 March 2026. 

	19. 
	Finance
	Payee
	Description
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	K Peacock
	Wages
	659.18
	 
	659.18

	K Power
	Wages
	417.20
	 
	417.20

	Starboard Systems
	Scribe DD
	42.00
	8.40
	50.40

	Matthew Allen
	Tree cutting services
	750.00
	150.00
	900.00

	PKF
	External Audit 2025
	395.00
	79.00
	474.00

	Hellis & Lodge
	Internal Audit 2025
	260.00
	 
	260.00

	David Evans
	General supplies for group
	338.96
	 
	338.96

	Suffolk Cloud
	Website domain renewal
	50.00
	 
	50.00

	UK Debt Management
	Street light loan
	1,992.84
	 
	1,992.84

	 J Moyles
	Bramble and path clearance
	52.50
	 
	52.50

	National Playing Fields Association
	 DD
	25.00
	
	25.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	4,982.68
	237.40
	5,220.08



d)  The Council considered and agreed to appoint SALC as internal auditors for the year ending March 2026 – proposed by Gerald Brown, seconded by Jayne Day and all in favour.
e)  To note receipt of information from the Pensions Regulator.

	20.
	Correspondence
a) The Council AGREED to the contact details for MP Adrian Ramsey to be publicised on the Council’s notice board.
b) The Council noted the Data Protection Certificate has been updated. 
c)  AGREED that the speed equipment would be collected from the resident as requested.   A volunteer offered to manage the unit.
d) Drugs and County Lines – there are indications of such activity in various parts oif the Parish.  The use of CCTV may be beneficial but with cost and management issues.  It was suggested to request information and guidance from the Police and the County Lines office for publication in the Parish News and at the Annual Meeting of the Parish.
e)  A resident with concerns about dog poo being left, including between Castle Rise and Steggall Road.  It is believed that most dog owners and responsible and clear up after their dog’s but a few do not.  Such reference is often included in the Parish News.
f)  A resident with concerns about mud splashed against structures on his property as vehicles pass.  The resident had received a communication from SCC suggesting contact with the Parish Council. It was agreed to copy the request to Cllr Stringer.    

	
	Councillor comments
a)  Concern was expressed about several unauthorised encampments in the wooded area between the cycle path and Tot Hill (former A14).  It was agreed to refer this matter to C Cllr Stringer.
b) It was suggested that traffic count equipment  could be used to identify the speed of vehicles passing along Green Road, particularly  between the school and the entrance to the playing field.
c) It is thought that there has been no or little use of speed guns in Haughley New Street recently.  Cllr Peerless had previously indicated there was a group of volunteers on Haughley Green who may be willing to provide this service to Haughley New Street.

	21. 
	Dates of next meetings
a) Parish Council meeting Tuesday 17th March 2026 at Ron Crascall Pavilion (downstairs) at 7.00pm. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.10 pm.
b) County and District Councillor Surgery at Stowupland Village Hall Saturday 28 February.
c) Parish Litter Pick – Saturday 14 March

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk




Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

