DRAFT
DRAFT

DRAFT
DRAFT

2

HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 20th May 2025 at The Ron Crascall Pavilion

	Present
	M Bloom, G Brown (Chairman), Mrs J Day, T Peerless, Mrs A Pepper, Mrs T Shaw, M Smith, T Sparkes, Mrs Y Tricker
County Councillor Andrew Stringer and District Councillor Janet Pearson.  No other member of the public was present. 


	1
	Chairman
Mrs T Shaw proposed that Gerald Brown be elected as Chairman of the Council.                            M Bloom seconded with all in favour.  G Brown signed the declaration of acceptance of office.


	2
	Vice Chairman
The Chairman proposed Mrs T Shaw be elected as Vice Chairman of the Council. 
M Smith seconded with all in favour.   


	3
	Apologies for absence
1. No apology for absence was received.  All Councillors present.


	4
	Declarations of Interest 
No Declarations of interest was received


	5
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation


	6
	Minutes
All Councillors confirmed receipt of the minutes of:
1. M Smith proposed to accept the minutes of 15th April 2025 as a true record of the meeting and decisions made.    Mrs Y Tricker seconded with all in favour.   


	7
	Action Log
The Councillors noted the action log and additional comments were made

	ACTION
	COMMENT

	Junior Football Pitch - Bloor Homes
	Awaiting for response. 

	SCC PROW Officer - upgrade of footpath and new footpath (Fishponds Way)
	Update needed – SCC.  AS agreed to follow up.

	Land adj to The Cricket - register with Land Registry
	04.10.24 - Solicitor requires further supporting evidence from the Council on each land parcel so they can analyse the strength of each possible application for ownership based on either lost title deeds or adverse possession.

	Posts Project (Consultation)
	No new information since last PC meeting

	Bellway transfer of Wildflower meadow
	January - Awaiting update from developers.  Mrs Y Tricker has made contact.  Bellway rep thought the land had been transferred.

	Greens Policy - second draft
	On hold - until the Post Project has been completed

	Register pockets of land in the Parish
	On hold

	Haughley Green - Horse slow signs
	Item to be deleted

	Haughley Green - upgrade Footpath/verges
	Item to be deleted

	PR Campaign suggestions to Mrs. S Swinge
	Item to be deleted

	Public open space advice - MSDC re Land at Station Road
	Accepted; details to be confirmed

	Application SID post Haughley Green
	To be erected T Peerless to arrange

	Allotment renewals
	Mrs T Shaw to liaise re payments received

	Haughley PC website - 
	Confirm councillor to action

	Parish social media
	Confirm councillor to action

	 VJ 80 (15 August) Anniversary commemorations
	In progress

	Pride in Place Community Grant - spending
	Quotes received for display sign at Fishponds Meadow.  Request for formal approval to be added to June Agenda

	Streetlights - review the provision, operation and maintenance 
	Review confirmed all working

	Flood light at church tower
	Obtain cost to remedy.  Electricity use for units to be confirmed. – M. Bloom and Mrs T. Shaw

	Allocation of policies for review
	Agenda item




	8
	Public Forum
Nothing to report

	9
	To receive written reports for information only from County Councillor Andrew Stringer
Members confirmed receipt of the report prior to the meeting.  County Councillor Andrew Stringer highlighted proposals to increase school places for SEND students; a new Action Plan for the Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service; new Government funding for adult learning; the provision of public EV charge-points due to be rolled out from this summer; and a revised Local Nature Recovery Strategy. 


	10
	To receive written reports for information only from District Councillor Janet Pearson
Members confirmed receipt of the report prior to the meeting.  District Councillor Janet Pearson highlighted a consultation about a Local Listed Building Consent Order ending 11th July - https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/llbco.  There is also a consultation about Local Government Reorganisation running through to 25th July - https://midsuffolk.govocal.com/en-GB/projects/have-your-say-suffolk and several grant funding opportunities.
These two consultations to be  Agenda items for the June Parish Council meeting.


	11
	Planning 
1. Councillors to review and approve a response to the following applications
DC/25/01867 - The Old Counting House 6 Old Street Haughley IP14 3NR
Application for Listed Building Consent - Re-roofing and associated timber repairs and replacement of two rooflights.   The Council agreed to support subject to Bat survey.
DC/23/05721 - Land On The North Side Of Station Road Haughley
Discharge of Conditions Application for - Condition 3 (Landscaping Scheme), Condition 6 (Biodiversity Enhancement Measures), Condition 7 (Construction Management Plan), Condition 8 (Noisy Plant) and Condition 16 (Highways - Cycle Storage).  MSDC consider technical matters.
DC/25/02020  - Spikes Farm Spikes Lane Haughley, IP14 3QF
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/04811 - Condition 5 (Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy) and BNG Condition.  MSDC consider technical matters.

2. Councillors noted the following decisions issued by Mid Suffolk District Council
DC/25/00894 - 33 Old Street Haughley IP14 3NT
Householder Application - Erection of single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory) including front porch and ramped approach to entrance.   GRANTED
DC/25/00931 and DC/25/00932 - 58 Old Street Haughley IP14 3NX.  GRANTED
DC/25/01163 - 4 Abbeyfields Haughley Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3TA
Erection of a Single Storey Rear Extension.   rection of a Single Storey Rear Extension. GRANTED
DC/23/05721 - Land On The North Side Of Station Road Haughley Suffolk
Discharge of Conditions Application for - Condition 10 (Lighting Scheme)   GRANTED


	12
	Suffolk Devolution, Local Government Reorganisation and housing allocations
Councillors considered and approved an article for the Haughley and Wetherden Village News


	13
	Statutory Business
1. The Council reviewed the terms of reference for Committees, Sub-Committees, Working Groups and Councillors with individual responsibilities – Proposed by G Brown, seconded by Mrs T Shaw with all in favour.
2. The Council confirmed the appointment of Parish Councillors on the following Committees and Working Groups: 
	Biodiversity & Wildlife Conservation Working Group       
	G Brown & Mrs Y Tricker

	Employment Committee                
	G brown, Mrs J Day, Mrs T Shaw, Mrs Y Tricker 

	Gallowsfield Wood Working Group
	G Brown and T Sparkes

	Haughley Parish In Bloom Working Group    
	Mrs A Pepper and Mrs Y Tricker M Smith

	Neighbourhood Plan Review Working Group
	G Brown

	Protection of the Village Green Working Group
	Mrs J Day, G Brown, M Bloom

	The Cricket Working Group
	G Brown and T Peerless


3. The Council confirmed the appointment of Parish Council Representatives on the following Bodies: 
	King George’s Field, Haughley
	Mrs T Shaw and M Smith

	Village Hall Committee
	T Sparkes


4. The Council confirmed the following Parish Appointed Positions: 
	Allotment Officer
	T Peerless

	Communication Officer
	The Clerk

	Emergency Plan Officer
	G Brown

	Footpaths Officer
	M Bloom

	Planning Officer,
	G Brown

	Police Safer Neighbourhood Team & Community Engagement Officer
	

	SALC Representative
	G Brown

	Safeguarding Officer
	Mrs T Shaw and Mrs J Day

	Street Lighting Officer
	M Bloom

	Traffic Officer
	M Smith &  T Peerless

	Tree Officer
	T Sparkes


5. In accordance with Section 151 of the Local Government Act 1972 (d)(financial administration) the Council confirmed that the Clerk was to be the appointed person who would be responsible for the administration of the financial affairs of the Parish Council. 
6. The Council approved the meeting timetable for 2025-26

	14
	Risk Assessments
1. The Council reviewed and approved the Council’s Risk Assessments for the following: 
http://www.haughleypc.co.uk/governance-and-policy/
a. Clerk
b. Community Caretaker
c. Gallowsfield Wood
d. VAS
e. Village
f. Volunteer including litter picking
2. Councillors noted Risk Assessments provided by the following:
i. Playing Field Management Committee - Ron Crascall Pavilion
ii. Village Hall Management Committee – Village Hall
3. The Councillors reviewed and approved the Financial Risk Assessment for 2025-26
· The Council noted the Fidelity Guarantee
4. The Councillors confirmed Policies and Procedures previously reviewed with suggested amendments. 
Proposal to accept amendments as recommended to all items above with review date updated to April 2025.  A Pepper proposed and Jayne Day seconded, all in favour.

	15
	Finance
1  Councillors to receive the April Finance Reports:
i. Bank reconciliation
ii. Budget to actual
iii. Reserves
Details to follow in June for updated finance records.
a. Councillors noted receipts received since the last meeting
	Receipts
	Cheque/BACS/SO
	Total

	Precept (6 months) 
	Bacs
	MSDC
	30,015.00

	Fox NOR
	Bacs
	Fox
	100.00

	VAT Refund
	Bacs
	HMRC
	2,062.72

	
	
	32,177.72



b. May payments (BACS, SOs and cheques) – The Chairman proposed the following payments; seconded by M Bloom and approved by the members with one abstention.
	Expenditure
	 
	£ Net
	£ VAT
	£ Total

	Haughley WI
	Grant
	            50.00 
	-
	           50.00 

	H&WPN
	Annual grant
	          800.00 
	-
	         800.00 

	Playing Field Committee
	Annual grant
	       6,000.00 
	-
	      6,000.00 

	Parochial Church Council
	Annual grant
	          600.00 
	-
	         600.00 

	British Legion
	VE & VJ events
	            25.00 
	-
	           25.00 

	Gocardless
	Scribe subs                DD
	            50.40 
	-
	           50.40 

	Wages
	Joe Winter
	302.35
	-
	302.35

	Wages
	HMRC
	   -   
	-
	-

	Wages
	Katie Power
	          417.97 
	-
	         417.97 

	
	
	       8,245.72 
	-
	     8,245.72 




	16
	Report on Clerk
Councillors noted the proposed appointment of the new Clerk. Kathleen Peacock to commence employment 30 June 2025 (to be confirmed) with a few visits in advance.


	17
	Chairman’s Report
Councillors noted the Chairman’s report, including 
· Meeting of the Haughley Neighbourhood Play Review Group held 17 April 2025 – including the need to consider proposed housing allocation in the Parish of Haughley
· Parish Litter pick – the Chairman thanked all who helped.
· Display held at the Community Café – Devolution, Local Government Reorganisation and Housing Allocations
· With Mrs T Shaw, a hand over meeting with outgoing Clerk
· Receipt of applications for the vacant clerk’s role, holding interviews with JD and YT
· VE Day commemoration - Thanks to all involved, especially Mrs T Shaw and Tim Sparkes who represented this Council.


	18
	Councillor’s Issues 
Councillors highlighted the following parish issues  
· T Peerless has been leading Traffic Watch in Haughley Green and would like to try to extend this to other parts of the Parish.
· M Smith reminded Councillors of the need to seek volunteers to help with the Christmas Tree event, eg. Facebook, Village News.  M Smith and Mrs A Pepper agreed to meet in June to consider planning the event and draft advertisement for July.
· Mrs T Shaw reported that two expressions of interest had been submitted to MSDC for Sports funding and discussions held with Football Association.  Costs for solar power being considered. Preferred designer for proposed alterations to pavilion being finalised.  Local resident proposing to start walks in Haughley starting at the pavilion, providing £1 per walker to pavilion for use of WCs etc
· Mrs Y Tricker advised that the Council website needs updating.  Roger Tricker has offered to help.  Planters due to be replanted in June. Twinning trip successful and schools in both villages now in correspondence. It is hoped this will inspire the next generation.
· Mrs A Pepper advised that Haughley Parish in Bloom will commence replanting the next week; delivery of plants due 30 May.   All volunteers are ‘on board’.  Also referred to road closures from Stag Café area and through Haughley New Street commencing Monday next.
· T Sparkes – invoice for replacement door paid twice and need to recover the extra payment.  The Village Hall Committee supported the idea of offering cups of coffee to litter pickers when the events coincide.  Community Café 7 June scheduled in favour of Prostate Cancer to include raffle.
· M Bloom referred to patch repairs undertaken to The Folly area – blocked drain has been cleared.
  

	19
	Dates of next meetings
a. Biodiversity and Wildlife Conservation Working Group Monday 14th July 2025 at Maxwell Charnley Room at 7.00pm
b. Parish Council meeting Tuesday 17th June 2024 at Ron Crascall Pavilion at 7.00pm


	
	There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.41

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made avail able from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk







Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

