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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21 July 2026 at The Scouts Hut, Ron Crascall Pavillion at 7.00pm

	Present
	Gerald Brown (Chairman), Mr David Cleland Smith, Dr Bronwyn Betts, Mr Mark Bloom, Mrs Jayne Day, Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mrs Yvonne Tricker, Mr Tim Sparkes, Mr Malcolm Smith, Mrs Nilam Vora and Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk).
County Councillor Andrew Stringer, District Councillor Dr Agnes Watson and District Councillor Janet Pearson.
Two members of the public were present. 

	1.
	Apologies for the absence, none were received

	2.
	Declarations of Interest,
None were received. 

	3.
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation.

	4.
	Casual Vacancy
Chairman Gerald Brown nominated Nilam Vora for Co-option. This motion was seconded by Thirza Shaw. The Council voted unanimously in favour. Co-option paperwork was duly signed. 

	5. 
	Minutes 
The draft Minutes for 17 June 2026 were agreed as an accurate record. 

	6.
	Action Log
Councillors reviewed the action log report and noted the content. 
AGREED ACTIONS;
· A working group will be formed to cover finance and cost potential infill structure projects for the allocation of CIL funding reserves. 
· Paul Garrod will be asked to provide a quote to install the two new Dog Bins. 

	7. 
	Public Forum
No matter raised. 

	8.
	County Council Update
Councillor Andrew Stringer circulated a report to the Parish Council. The full report is included in minutes as report 1. 

	9.
	District Council Update 
Councillor Agnes Watson circulated the District update to the Council. The full report is included in the minutes as report 2.

	10.
	Chairman’s Update the Chairman gave the following update; 
· The recent Open Gardens event was successful with lots of positive comments received. 
· A meeting is being arranged with the Planning enforcement Officer from Babergh to discuss the junior football pitch site. The Chairman has marked the site with flags indicating where metal has been deposited. Enforcement action will require further investigation and involvement from Bloors. 
· The Chairman has been working on the Neighbourhood Development Plan. Feedback from Mid Suffolk is awaited. Ian Poole has advised that the consultation should go ahead. The Chairman will be launching the consultation at the community café event in September. 

	11.
	Planning
The following applications were considered and no objections were noted;
DC/26/03025 Notification for Works to Trees subject to Tree Preservation Order ES67/T1 - Reduce crown of 1 No. Horse Chestnut (T1) to previous reduction point, thinning and removal of individual end-weighted limbs. The Elms The Folly Haughley Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3NS.



	12/13
	Playing Fields & Pavillion Update
The Chair of the Playing Field Committee gave the following update; 
· The football club is reopening its bar area on 25 July. Friendly games have been arranged for the event. Any funds raised at the event will go towards the local Hospice. 
· A planning application is being drawn up that will involve the short-term loss of car parking space. 
· The local neighbourhood Policing team have been contacted to deal with suspected drug dealing around the Playing field area. 
· The play equipment at the skate park requires maintenance. Once quote has been received so far. Two comparison quotes are now required before the work can be commissioned. 
· The Chairman of the PFC was asked to let the Council know in advance if an event was taking place to enable Councillors to find alternative parking.

	14.
	Gallowfield Wood Update

The Chairman gave an update on behalf of David Evans;

· A brush cutter was employed for 2 days this year to clear the overgrowth around the Gallowsfield wood area. 
· 3 out of the 5 benches in the picnic area have now been refurbished. 
· Some damage has occurred to logs placed around the BBQ area due to an unauthorised fire. 
· A recent visit to the area from the local care home was well received. 
· A defective tree requires removal. The Council approved this request. The funding will come from the Gallowsfield Wood’s budget. 
· An application is planned to the Countryside Standards Scheme. The scheme offers monetary incentives for routine woodland management. As the group are undertaking woodland management included in the scheme it could potentially provide an additional income. 
· 

	15.
	Commemorative bench for Rachel Eburne

Anna Noys is taking this proposal forward. Funds raised at the Community Café event will be put towards the bench. The Council now must choose the style of bench. 3 different styles of wooden bench were circulated to the group. The Council requested a style that required less long-term maintenance. A recycled plastic style bench was suggested. 


	16. 
	Allotments Update

The following update was received from allotment representative Frank Barrett; 

· The hose pipe ban is being adhered to. 
· Replacing the posts was preferred option for fixing the damaged fence. 
· AGREED Frank would obtain a quote for replacing the fence and send it to the Clerk. 


	17.
	Bridgefield Paddock Update

The Paddock on the left-hand side of Haughley Green was discussed. The site has been subjected to various planning applications since 2011. The last application was made in 2022 and is now undergoing an appeal. Residents have raised concerns about planning consent infringements. Currently the land owner is going through Crown Prosecution due to repeated planning violations. ACTION to be added to the agenda for January 2027.


	18.
	Gipping Way of the Cross Update

The Chairman gave the following update;

· The Diocese propose a new pilgrimage walkway from Ipswich to Ely Cathedral from Easter 2027. The new route would include Haughley Parish Church. The Revered has proposed dedicating the Church’s South Aisle to the pilgrimage route. 
· 

	19.
	Junior Football Pitch Update

The Chairman and District Councillor Janet Pearson gave the following update;

· A meeting is being arranged with the Planning enforcement Officer from Babergh to discuss the junior football pitch site. The Chairman has marked the site with flags indicating where metal has been deposited. Enforcement action will require further investigation and involvement from Bloors.


	20. 
	Christmas Working Party

Councillor Malcolm Smith presented this item. The following points were noted; 

· Councillor Malcolm Smith would like to hand over his role on the Christmas Committee. 
· Councillor Bronwyn Betts and Councillor Nilam Vora volunteered for the Christmas Working Group. 
· Councillor Malcolm Smith would be available to offer advise for the event and will be available to help out on the day of the event. 
· A date for the event, size of the event and programme of entertainment are required as soon as possible. Saturday 28th November 2026 was proposed as a date for this year’s event.
· The Council thanked Councillor Malcom Smith for his contribution to last years event. 
·  

	21.
	Community Café – Saturday 5th September

Councillor Tim Sparkes presented this item; 

· 7 Volunteers are required on the day to help with the event. Cakes are also required. Councillors Jayne Day, Thirza Shaw, Gerald Brown, Nilam Vora, Bronwyn Betts, Yvonne Tricker and District Councillor Agnes Watts volunteered to help out on the day and also to donate 2 cakes each for the event. 
· Councillors Tim Sparkes and Yvonne Tricker agreed to meet to discuss the arrangements for day; including milk, cash float management and payments. 
· 

	22. 
	Haughley Parish in Bloom

Councillor Yvonne Tricker gave an update to the group. 

· Spring bulbs have now been purchased. The cost has increased this year to £101. 
· New volunteers for watering the planters have been gratefully received. 
· 

	23. 
	Speed Radar & Traffic Calming Measures

Councillor Yvonne Tricker presented this item; 

· Tim Hart has provided recent speed indicator data. This has been downloaded and will be presented to the group for review. Frank Barrett is assisting with the data processing. 
· Traffic calming measures between Bacton and Haughley Green was suggested for CIL funding. County Councillor Andrew Stringer gave some advice on the process for obtaining additional traffic calming measures along this stretch of road. A reduction in speed limit would require an accident threshold to be reached and accurate up to date speed data. 
· Benefits of reducing the speed limit along this stretch of road could make the footpath safer for pedestrians and encourage more cyclists. 
· The group noted the summer AMP schedule for Suffolk. 


	24.

	Finance
a) The Council received bank statements for July. 

b) The Council agreed to note the receipts received;

c) The Council agreed to authorise the following payments;

	PAYMENTS
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Payee
	Description
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	K Peacock
	Wages
	659.08
	 
	659.08

	K Power
	Wages
	438.42
	 
	438.42

	Starboard Systems
	Scribe
	42.00
	8.40
	50.40

	TBS (Paid by GB) 
	Equipment Hire for Grass cutting
	185.50
	37.10
	222.60

	HMRC Quarter 1
	PAYE
	686.83
	 
	686.83

	BMSD Billing
	Bin emptying services
	1,596.50
	319.30
	1,915.80

	Clarkes of Walsham
	Table repairs supplies
	151.46
	30.29
	181.75

	J Lawes Bacton
	Table repairs supplies
	45.22
	9.03
	54.25

	J Lawes Bacton
	Table repairs supplies
	41.95
	 
	41.95

	J Moyles
	Hedge cutting
	30.00
	 
	30.00

	Frank Barrett
	Expenses for signage
	29.07
	 
	29.07

	David Evans
	Expenses for GFW 
	18.00
	 
	18.00

	Yvonne Tricker
	Expenses for Haughley in Bloom
	101.39
	 
	101.39

	 
	 
	4,025.42
	404.12
	4,429.54

	RECIEPTS
	 
	 
	 
	 

	MSBD
	Cleansing Grant
	3,304.60
	 
	3,304.60

	Total
	 
	 
	 
	3304.6



d) The Council accepted and signed the 2025-26 AGAR. 
e) The Council received and noted the 2025-26 internal audit report carried out through SALC. 
f) The Council noted the recommendations and comments contained within the report; and accepted the suggestions made by the Clerk within the accompanying action plan report. 


	25.
	Correspondence

Councillor Bronwyn Betts presented a handwritten letter to the Council requesting the placement of commemorative bench. The Chairman advised the site is owned by the County Council and advised the resident to contact them directly. The Council raised no objections to the suggestion. 


	19.
	Dates of next meetings. 
· Tuesday 13th August 2026 7.30pm venue TBA
· Tuesday 15th September 7pm. Ron Crascall Pavillion.


	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk



Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

