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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 15 September 2026 at the Ron Crascall Pavillion at 7.00pm

	Present
	Gerald Brown (Chairman), Dr. Bronwyn Betts, Mr David Cleland Smith, Mr Mark Bloom, Mrs Jayne Day, Mrs Thirza Shaw, Mrs Yvonne Tricker, Mr Tim Sparkes, Mr Malcolm Smith, Mrs Nilam Vora and Mrs Kathleen Peacock (Parish Clerk).
County Councillor Andrew Stringer, District Councillor Dr Agnes Watson and District Councillor Janet Pearson.
Two members of the public were present. 

	1.
	Apologies for the absence; None were received. 

	2.
	Declarations of Interest,
None were received. 

	3.
	Dispensations
There was no request for any dispensation.

	4.
	Minutes 
The draft Minutes for 13 August 2026 were agreed as an accurate record. 

	5.
	Action Log
The Council reviewed the Action Log and several updates were made. The updated version will be circulated with the October agenda pack.


	6.
	Public Forum
Issues raised included; 
· One of the allotment plots appears to have been abandoned. Tenant has been contacted by the Allotment Group. 
· Quotes for replacing the allotment fencing are being obtained and a final quote will be sent to the Clerk for agreement at a future meeting. 

	7.
	County Council Report 
County Councillor Andrew Stringer presented his written report for September. The full report is attached to these minutes as appendix 1. 

	8. 
	District Council Report
District Councillor Agnes presented his written report for September. The full report is attached to these minutes as appendix 2. 

	9.
	Chairmans Update

The Chairman gave a verbal update. The following points were noted; 

· Adrian Ramsay MP invitation to all has been circulated. 
· The Parish’s 3 notice boards are showing signs of wear and tear. The Chairman and Vice Chair are arranging for these to be replaced. 
· A consultation is currently taking place on the water transfer project. A map of the project was included in the Chairman’s presentation. Anyone interested should contact the Chairman for more details. 
· Inter-Parish liaison meeting – this is currently being arranged. Mendlesham Parish and Harleston Parish have expressed an interest in attending. Changes to the national Planning Policy Framework will be discussed at the next meeting. 


	10.
	Planning Applications; 

The following applications were reviewed. No objections were noted; 

A) Application for Listed Building Consent - Installation of an air source 
heat pump to side of property. Bridge Farm Haughley New Street Haughley Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3JN. Application; No: DC/26/03840 

B) Householder Application - Installation of an air source heat pump to 
side of property. Bridge Farm Haughley New Street Haughley Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3JN. Application; No: DC/26/03839

The Council noted the appeal dismissal of Bridgefield paddock on Green Road. 


	11. 
	Playing Fields Update

Thirza Shaw gave a verbal update; 
· The announcement of the sports infrastructure grant was awaited in early October. 
· Grant applications to the District CIL fund are in the process of being made to help fund the ongoing renovations. 



	12
	Pavillion Update
 
Thirza Shaw gave a verbal update.
· Ecology report conducted on the site. 
· Planning application has been submitted for the remodelling plans. 
· Repair equipment quotes are being gathered for the skate park and children’s park. 


	13.
	Gallowsfield Wood Update

The Chairman gave the following update; 

A) The minutes from the last meeting held on 29 July 2026 were circulated to all for noting. 
B) A successful meeting with Adrian Ramsey MP on 31 July was held at Gallowsfield Wood. 
C) The Group is in the process of applying for the Countryside Stewardship Scheme. The group has successfully set up the organisation on the Stewardship database and can now put their application in for financial assistance with management of the Wood. 

 The Council noted that an application for regular use of the wood for a dog obedience class has been made to the Group. The Council supported the application and recommended a charge of £20-£25 per hour be made to the Wood. 


	14. 
	Biodiversity and Wildlife Working Group
The minutes for the meeting held on 7 September were circulated. The Parish Council thanked District Councillor Agnes Watts and Parish Councillor Nilam Vora for taking on the task of water sampling the River Gipping. 
Grass cutting on the Green has increased recently due to white-fly affecting the planters. Leaving a wider gap between the planters and the long grass has been requested.  

	15. 
	Community Café
The Chairman thanked everyone who volunteered. The event was very well attended and raised £189 in cash and approximately £140 in card payments. Overheads for the event include; room hire and payment for use of the card machine. This will be paid directly from the card takings. The funds raised will be put towards a new commemorative bench for Rachel Eburn. 

	16. 
	Allotment Update. 
An on-site meeting took place on 15 August. Quotes for replacement fencing are awaited. 

	17. 
	Bridgfield Paddock update
The Council noted the final appeal had been completed and a site inspection had taken place. 

	18. 
	Climate Change and Reponse to the Peoples Emergency Briefing
The Council noted the events scheduled. The Council received an update from the Chairman about the events that had already taken place. Innovative planning solutions were discussed as a way to contribute to Climate Change reduction. A Parish action plan will return to a future agenda for consideration. 

	19. 
	Consultation re Vision 2050
The Council noted the progress made and the anticipated timeline. The Chairman thanked everyone who volunteered to distribute leaflets. 2 events had been held to display the Vision to residents. These were well attended by approximately 60 people. 

The next steps involve Ian Poole/Nick Wooley collating the responses into a Master Plan for Haughley. This service will cost approximately £20000. Funding from the District locality grant of £500 is being sought; and a £10000 grant from MSBD has been awarded to cover these costs. The Council agreed the remaining £4500 costs will be met through Parish CIL funds. 

	20. 
	Litter Picking
The next litter Picking event will take place on Saturday 26 September. 

	21. 
	Junior Football Pitch Update
A site visit is in the process of being arranged. Results to be collated before Christmas. 

	22. 
	Haughley Parish Council Traffic Counts
The Council noted the dates these were taking place.

	23.
	Christmas Tree Lights Switch on Event Working Party
The Christmas Tree Committee have met recently and arrangements for the event are progressing. The Village Hall has been booked. Bronwyn is booking entertainment and Nilam is firming up arrangements with stall holders. Suggestions for who should turn the lights on this year should be sent to Nilam and Browyn.  The event is now being advertised. 

	24. 
	Finance
The Council noted the September bank statement. 

The following payments were authorised for payment; 

	PAYMENTS
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Payee
	Description
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	K Peacock
	Wages
	659.08
	0.00
	659.08

	K Power
	Wages
	438.42
	0.00
	438.42

	Starboard Systems
	Scribe
	42.00
	8.40
	50.40

	HMRC
	Quarter 1 and 2
	1379.56
	0.00
	1379.56

	Haughley News
	2026 Grant 
	800
	0.00
	800

	 
	 
	3,319.06
	8.40
	3,327.46

	RECIEPTS
	 
	 
	 
	 

	MSBD
	Precepts
	30,902.50
	 
	30,902.50

	Timothy Sparkes
	Community Café funds
	189.31
	 
	189.31

	Barclays Interest
	Savings account
	565.87
	 
	565.87

	Total
	 
	31,657.68
	 
	31,657.68



As of 9 September 2026 the Council had a total of £39083.55 deposited in it’s accounts. £66478.91 had been received since 1 April 2026 with £44100.09 made in expenditure.
Grant payments for s317 payments for Haughley Parish VJ day were deferred until more details could be obtained on overhead costs. 
CIL Funding recommendations were also deferred. 

	25.
	Administration
1. Email Addresses –gov.uk domain email addresses have been set up for all Councillors. 
2. Cloud Storage – this is being progressed for future agendas. 
3. Whatapp group – all new Councillors have been added. 

	26.
	Correspondence
The Council noted the following items;
a) A simpler way to review planning applications.
b) First aid advice for our website.
c) Public rights of way Bacton to Haughley
d) Reminder ANPR at Fishponds Way week beginning 5 October
e) Preliminary invitation for Chairman to attend Stowmarket Civic Service on Sunday 18th October 2026.
f) Suffolk Chief Consultable – retirement
g) Neighbourhood Planning Online Workshop on Saturday 19th September at 10am


	27. 
	HPIB Update 
Noted. Will be discussed again at a future meeting.

	28. 
	Traffic Update
Noted. 

	29. 
	Haughley Green Footpath Update
Progress is being made via the District Council in getting a footpath installed. Councillor Agnes Watts to provide updates. 

	30.
	Councillors Information
Noted. 

	31. 
	Date of next meeting; 
Tuesday 20 October at 7.00pm. 

	
	A copy of any reports or correspondence cited in the minutes can be made available from the Clerk following receipt of written application - clerk@haughleypv.co.uk





Signed Chairman:     	                                                                                  Date:

